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AUSTRALIA : Police detain 

jihadist sympathizer plotting 

New Year’s Eve attack in 

Melbourne 

28 11 2017  

  

 

 
 

 

A 20-year-old Australian citizen was arrested for plotting a 

shooting rampage in Melbourne's central square while packed with 

New Year's Eve revelers. Police say he was inspired by jihadist 

terrorists and associated with a local extremist community.  

The man was rounded up during a special operation by police 

conducted in Werribee, some 32 kilometers southwest of 

Melbourne, where he lived with his Somali parents. 



 

 

The suspect, who was born and raised in Australia, was handed 

over by police to a joint counter-terrorism team for 

interrogation. 

“He was engaged in acting preparation for a terrorist offense 

and also collecting materials, documents to facilitate a 

terrorist act.” Victoria Police deputy commissioner Shane Patton 

told the media, speaking on the essence of the charges. 

 “What we will be alleging is that he was intending to use a 

firearm to shoot and kill as many people as he could in a 

Federation Square area on New Year’s Eve,” Patton said. 

To this end, the man allegedly attempted to illegally obtain an 

automatic firearm and planned to follow Al-Qaeda manuals on how 

to commit a terrorist attack. 

As he was about to buy a handgun, the man was swooped on by 

police. 

The carnage was supposed to unravel at the Federation Square in 

downtown Melbourne, which is usually flooded with tens of 

thousands of people on December 31
st
. 2017, celebrating the 

arrival of a new year. 

The suspect reportedly drew inspiration from terrorist attacks 

carried out by other Islamist fanatics all over the globe, with 

police saying that the man “would become particularly energized” 

when such attacks were mounted. 

Describing the possible consequences of the foiled plot as 

catastrophic, Patton noted that the man does not appear to have 

any accomplices and police do not believe there is an acute 

threat to the community. 



 

 

 

Patton revealed that police had been watching the man for a very 

lengthy period of time before the raid, for about a year. Police 

also searched his family’s home in Werribee, while about a dozen 

police officers raided a computer store where the man was 

working for a couple hours a day to gain a working experience. 

The owner of the store described the youngster as a “very quiet 

boy” whose father he met at a local mosque. 

The family, meanwhile, seems to be in disbelief about the 

charges levelled at the 20-year-old, with his father saying on 

Tuesday that he believes his son has done nothing wrong. 

"He's very innocent," he insisted. 

It’s not clear how the man was indoctrinated, with police not 

linking him to any particular mosque. While assuring the public 

that  there was never any point in which there was a significant 

risk emanating from the aspiring terrorist, Patton admitted that 

there is a net of extremists anchored in the province. 

"He is associated with other persons in the Victorian extremists 

community ... it is a very small community of extremist.,”  - 

Patton. 

Since the country’s terrorism threat level was upped in 2014, 

the police launched some 347 counter-terrorism probes, charging 

a total of 74 people with terrorism-related offences. 



 

 

In the run-up to Christmas celebrations last year, Australian 

police reported that it had foiled a ‘very substantial terrorist 

plot’ in Melbourne, with Federation Square was also being named 

as one of the prime targets. The perpetrators reportedly wanted 

to use explosives and other weapons on the city’s most important 

landmarks, including St Paul’s Cathedral and Federation Square. 

As recent as in September, assistant commissioner for counter-

terrorism in New South Wales Mark Murdoch, now retired, said 

that despite all the efforts by the law enforcement and 

intelligence a major terrorist attack is ‘inevitable’ on 

Australian soil. 

 

Christmas terrorist plot foiled 

in Australia, ISIS-inspired 

suspects arrested  

Back to 2016 - 23 12 2016  

 

 
 

Australian authorities foiled a “very substantial terrorist 

plot”, arresting a number of suspects who allegedly plotted a 

“multi-mode attack” involving guns and improvised explosives in 

central Melbourne over the Christmas holidays.  



 

 

Seven people were detained following overnight raids by Victoria 

Police, the Australian Federal Police and Australian Security 

Intelligence Organisation (ASIO). Five people remain in custody 

and are answering questions about the alleged terrorist plot. 

Victoria Police would like to reassure the community that the 

threat has been contained. 

 “Overnight our police and security agencies have disrupted a 

very substantial terrorist plot.” - Prime Minister Malcolm 

Turnbull. 

Police believe that Islamic State inspired terrorists wanted to 

use explosives and other weapons on Christmas Day to target 

locations in the city, including St Paul's Cathedral, Federation 

Square and Flinders Street Station. 

 “What they have uncovered is a plot to explode improvised 

explosive devices in central Melbourne in the area of Federation 

Square, on or about Christmas Day,” Turnbull noted. 

 

 

 



 

 

The suspects planned to attack public sites with weapons and 

explosives, Victoria Police Chief Commissioner Graham Ashton 

Commissioner told journalists, adding that that four of the 

people arrested were Australian-born and aged in their 20s. 

“The age groups range between 20 and 24 or 25. There is another 

suspect in this matter who will be charged that was an Egyptian-

born Australian citizen. All the others were Australian-born.” 

“We believe [they are] self-radicalized. They are inspired by 

ISIS and ISIS propaganda,” Ashton added, saying there was no 

suggestion of international assistance to suspected terrorists. 

The Chief Commissioner said that those detained wanted to use a 

“multi-mode attack” that would involve an explosion and the use 

of assault weapons. 

 “We believe it was certainly going to involve an explosive 

event ... we gathered the makings of an improvised explosive 

device. A substantial number of people could have been injured 

in the attack, from what we've seen.” 

Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews, who called the plot an “act of 

evil” promised to increase the police presence at public places 

in Victoria over the Christmas period. 

According to Turnbull, Australian authorities managed to thwart 

12 major plots since September 2014, when the terror threat 

level was raised. Following 25 counterterrorism operations, some 

57 people now face terrorism-related charges. 

 

 



 

 

Sydney : Two teenagers charged 

in botched imminent Islamic 

State inspired attack 

13 19 2016 (note year) 

 

 

 
 

An imminent terror attack allegedly inspired by Islamic State 

was prevented in Australia, Sydney, authorities claimed after 

arresting and charging two 16-year-old boys with plotting a 

knife assault. 

 

Two teens were arrested by a counter-terrorism unit at a prayer 

hall in Sydney’s Bankstown, after they allegedly purchased the  

bayonet-style knives from a nearby gunshop. The charges were 

filed on Thursday, although the specific target of the planned 

attack remains unknown. 

 “We did prevent what we would suspect was going to be an 

attack.” - Deputy Commissioner of New South Wales Police 

Catherine Burn.  

It was believed the alleged attack was imminent. 

“Had we not been in the right place at the right time ... 

certainly somebody, potentially today, would be, or another day 



 

 

imminently, would be without their life.” - AFP Deputy 

Commissioner Michael Phelan. 

The teenagers were charged with planning an act of terror and 

being members of Islamic State. Such crimes could result in a 

lifetime behind bars. 

“The events are particularly sobering for all of us, 

particularly given the age of these individual.” - Phelan added. 

It was not disclosed how long for, or by whom, the boys were 

radicalised. 

“I think they had potential radicalization from potentially 

radicalized peers.” – Burn. 

Authorities said they were “well-aware” of the boys, and closely 

watched them. This helped to prevent the alleged attack. Police 

raided four proprieties after the arrest, including the prayer 

hall and various homes. 

Australia recently faced a surge in terrorism threats, including 

from underage terrorism. 

According to government officials, six attacks have been foiled 

over the past year in the country and some 44 suspected 

terrorists have been charged since September 2014. In light of 

the increasing terrorism threat, Australia has been tightening 

its security. 

A new law criminalized travel to Islamic State strongholds in 

Syria and Iraq. In September a new bill was introduced into the 

Australian parliament, proposing the indefinite detention of 

terror convicts and charging children as young as 14 as adults 

over terrorism. 

"Regrettably, children as young as 14 have been involved in 

terrorism-related activities. This Bill recognizes this reality 

and the need for appropriate safeguards," Australia’s Attorney-

General, George Brandis said as he introduced the bill. 

 



 

 

Islamic State-inspired attacker 

stabbed man with a machete-like 

knife. 

11 09 2016 (note year) 

 

 

 
 

A 22-year-old knife-wielding man inflicted multiple wounds on a 

59-year old victim and attempted to stab an officer in Sydney 

suburb after reportedly pledging allegiance to Islamic State. 

JCTT officers charged a man with committing a terrorism act and 

attempted murder. 

The assailant was been detained on terrorism charges. 

While the suspect’s motives were not immediately made clear, he 

reportedly did not know the victim in person. Police believe 

that the man was incited by Islamic State propaganda. 

“We know that this person has strong religious beliefs inspired 

by ISIS,” Deputy Commissioner Catherine Burn told a press 

conference, referring to the assault as “planned” and 

“deliberate.” 



 

 

Minto Terror Attack : Running around yelling Allahu Akbar. This 

is a good day to die. 

The attacker, whose identity remains undisclosed as well, 

approached the 59-year-old local with a “large knife” in a park 

in Minto, close to his home in Sydney’s southwest. When police 

arrived at the scene, the assailant reportedly tried to stab an 

officer through a window. He was then detained. During the 

incident he reportedly shouted some words in Arabic, which 

indicated a link to Islamic State in the minds of investigators. 

The alleged offender has strong extremist beliefs, inspired by 

ISIS, according to police. He has been known to police in the 

past. 

A wounded victim, who suffered injuries to his body and hands, 

was rushed to the local hospital in critical condition. 

"This is the new face of terrorism… this is the sad reality, 

that people do become inspired for whatever reason by these type 

of calls," Burn said, despite not knowing the victim, whose 

identity has not yet been revealed. However, the suspect might 

have “formed some view” of him. 

Although the attacker has been known to police “as a person of 

concern” and reputedly displayed “odd or unusual” behaviour 

during his previous encounters with law enforcement, he had not 

been placed on a terror watch list as he lacked any links “to 

any of the matters that we are following or any of the people on 

our radar,” - Burn admitted. 

The man was previously tried by court on charges related to real 

estate. 

The suspect was refused bail and charged “with committing a 

terrorist act and attempted murder,” - New South Wales’s police. 

 

 



 

 

19 year old Australian ‘kangaroo 

bomb’ plotter sentenced to 10 

years. 

05 09 2016 (note year) 

 

 
 

 

A teenager accused of plotting a terrorist attack on a major 

public holiday in Australia, which involved beheading a 

policeman and running him over, has been given a 10-year 

sentence. One of his other plots envisaged attaching a bomb to a 

kangaroo and setting it loose.  

19-year-old Sevdet Ramadan Besim was facing several terror-

related charges, and pleaded guilty to one of them. The Victoria 

Supreme Court handed a 10-year sentence to Besim after he 

confessed he planned to run down a policeman and behead him on 

Anzac Day last year.  

Besim must now spend at least seven and a half years in prison 

before he can apply for parole. Had he not pleaded guilty, he 

would have been handed a 15-year sentence. 

Justice Michael Croucher : Besim had a “putrid act” in mind 

which sought to spark fear in the community, and advance 

jihadist ideology. 



 

 

“To the vast majority of the community, it’s unfathomable an 18-

year-old boy planned to kill a law enforcement officer, to crash 

into him with a car and then behead him with a knife.”  

Besim, who earlier said he would “love to take out some cops,” 

planned his attack on Anzac Day to “make sure the dogs remember 

this as well as their fallen heroes.” 

The teenager who had been seeing a moderate imam, would be 

undergoing a de-radicalization program. 

“I’m not persuaded to accept ... he has in fact renounced 

violent jihadism,” the judge said. However, he stressed that 

there remain good prospects for Besim’s rehabilitation given the 

teenager’s contrition, guilty plea and strong support from his 

family and friends. 

 

 

The court said there was clear evidence that Besim had been 

radicalized by older extremists he met, now defunct Al-Furqan 

Islamic Centre in the UK. 

The death of his friend, Numan Haider, is said to have had a 

huge effect on Besim’s state of mind. Haider was shot dead for 

stabbing two police officers in 2014. 

Besim had been previously suspected of holding discussions about 

the Anzac Day terror plot with a UK teenager. The two also 



 

 

allegedly talked about painting a kangaroo with an Islamic State 

symbol and stuffing its pouch with explosives to later “set it 

loose” on police officers. 

Besim was one of the five teenagers arrested during police raids 

in April 2015 in Melbourne in connection to the foiled terror 

plot. 

>>On April 25 each year, Anzac Day was originally to honor 

soldiers of the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) 

who fought at Gallipoli against the Ottoman Empire, during World 

War I. 2015 marked the centenary of that campaign. 

 

Major terror attack in Australia 

inevitable, according to 

counter-terrorism chief 

20 09 2017  

 

 

 
 



 

 

One of Australia’s top counter-terrorism officials has joined 

the ranks of people advising citizens to learn to live under a 

threat of terrorism, saying that a major attack on Aussie soil 

is inevitable.  

“I don’t like to say it but it will happen,” - Mark Murdoch. The 

37-year-old veteran, who serves as assistant commissioner for 

counter-terrorism in New South Wales, opined that “It’s 

inevitable”. 

“Despite everything that is being done and the good work that 

law enforcement and intelligence is doing, without wanting to 

create unnecessary fear within the community, it’s going to 

happen.” 

Murdoch said security agencies are unable to stop radicalization 

through social media, and they are hard-pressed to identify 

potential lone wolf attacks by individuals and small groups. 

Such attackers only need easily-available tools to stage 

attacks, “and then all of a sudden we get something like a meat 

grinder.” 

“What that tells us is that while we are pointed in a particular 

direction by intelligence sources, we need to maintain an open 

mind because in this business anything can happen at any time.” 

the official said. 

Last month Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull laid out 

his plan to reduce the risk of terrorist attacks in the country. 

Among other things, it includes placing barriers in public 

places to prevent vehicular attacks similar to those in Nice and 

Barcelona. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Lebanon helped foil Islamic 

State Barbie doll bomb plot in 

Australia 

Published time: 23 08 2017  

 

 

 
 

Lebanese intelligence helped foil an Islamic State terrorist 

attack on an airplane bound for Abu Dhabi from Sydney in July. 

The alleged attacker planned to blow up the plane with a bomb 

hidden in a Barbie doll.  

Lebanese national Amer Khayyat had planned, according to 

Interior Minister Nouhad Machnouk, to blow up the plane 20 

minutes after take-off but had to abandon his plan because the 

bag containing the explosives was overweight and he could not 

take it aboard. 



 

 

 

"The operation was foiled because of the extra weight. 

Intelligence branch followed on the case and found that Amer was 

involved in this act, and it appears that he was supposed to 

carry it out." 

He was detained upon arriving in Lebanon. His two brothers, 

Khaled and Mahmoud Khayyat, were arrested in Sydney in July and 

charged with “two counts of acts done in preparation for, or 

planning, a terrorist act.” 

At the time of the arrests, Deputy Commissioner for National 

Security Michael Phelan described the plan as “one of the most 

sophisticated plots that has ever been attempted on Australian 

soil.” 

The fourth brother, Tarek, was allegedly an Islamic State 

commander living in Raqqa. 

The plane at the centre of the bomb plot is believed to be a 

July 15 Etihad flight out of Sydney, with 400 people onboard, 

120 of them Lebanese nationals, according to Machnouk. 

Machnouk went on to claim that the suspects wanted to punish the 

UAE and Australia for being part of the coalition fighting 

Islamic State in Syria and Iraq, and called on intelligence 

agencies to work together. 

“When four Lebanese brothers in Australia decide to blow up an 

Emirati jet, this means that the whole world should work 



 

 

together to fight terrorism. Coordination should be 24 hours a 

day between all security agencies to stop such attacks." 

The Australian Federal Police confirmed that they are continuing 

to work closely with Lebanese authorities. 

"We have a close and cooperative relationship with the Lebanese 

authorities and are working closely on this investigation.,"  

"The Australian Government has put specific measures in place to 

share information on this operation and investigation with our 

partners to ensure our international counter-terrorism efforts 

continue to be joined up and as robust as possible.” 

>> Further to the airplane bomb plot, the brothers had also 

planned to carry out a second, more sophisticated plot, which 

involved constructing a device that would be used to stage a gas 

attack in a public place, using hydrogen sulphide. << 

In the course of the investigation, authorities discovered that 

the suspects received military-grade explosives used to 

construct the homemade bomb from Turkey through an Islamic State 

operative. 

“The IED was sent through international cargo. With assistance 

from the ISIL commander, the accused assembled the IED – so the 

components of the IED, into what we believe was a functioning 

IED to be placed on that flight.” – Phelan. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Australian police share details 

of sophisticated Islamic State-

directed plane bomb and gas 

attack plots 

04 08 2017 
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Two men have been charged with terrorist related offenses in 

Australia after security authorities foiled what they called the 

“most sophisticated” Islamic State terrorist plot which involved 

bringing down a passenger plane and staging a poisonous gas 

attack.  

Mahmoud Khayat, 32, and Khaled Mahmoud Khayat, 49, have both 

been charged with “two counts of acts done in preparation for, 

or planning, a terrorist ac.,” - Australian Federal Police 

announced. 

Details of the Islamic State inspired terrorist plots that were 

foiled in police raids were revealed by the Deputy Commissioner 

for National Security. Michael Phelan - the two men received 



 

 

orders from IS to carry out “one of the most sophisticated plots 

that has ever been attempted on Australian soil.” 

Initially, the suspects allegedly tried to smuggle an IED on a 

July 15 Etihad flight out of Sydney. They apparently failed to 

breach airport security and abandoned their plan without 

checking-in the bag. 

 “At no stage did the IED breach security,” Phelan emphasized, 

noting that authorities later created a similar mock IED to make 

sure it would not get through the airport security. 

The second, more sophisticated plot, the investigation believes, 

involved constructing a device that would be used to stage a gas 

attack in a public place, allegedly using hydrogen sulphide. 

‘ 

“This hydrogen sulphide is very difficult to make so I want to 

make it quite clear that whilst it may have been a hypothetical 

plot for these people to put forward, we were a long way from 

having a functional device.” Phelan . 

In the course of the investigation, authorities discovered that 

the suspects received military-grade explosives used to 

construct the homemade bomb from Turkey through an IS operative. 

“The IED was sent through international cargo. With assistance 

from the ISIL commander, the accused assembled the IED – so the 



 

 

components of the IED, into what we believe was a functioning 

IED to be placed on that flight.” 

On Saturday, four people were arrested in counter-terrorism 

raids in Sydney suburbs, after police uncovered the ISIS-

inspired plot. After questioning, one of the four men who were 

detained was released earlier this week. Another man remains in 

custody without being charged. The two charged men, who face 

life imprisonment if found guilty, are due to appear in 

Parramatta Court Friday. 

 

Islamic State-inspired 

terrorism’: Plot to bring plane 

down foiled in Australia after 

Sydney raids 

29 07 2017  

 

 

 
 
Four people were arrested in late night raids by Australia's 

counter-terrorism task force over an alleged plot to blow up a 



 

 

passenger plane, Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull confirmed. The 

federal police believe the planned attack was “Islamic State-

inspired terrorism.”  

Police have obtained information that “some people in Sydney 

were planning to commit a terrorist attack using an improvised 

devise,” Australian Federal Police Commissioner Andrew Colvin. 

The federal police are “investigating information indicating the 

aviation industry was potentially a target of that attack,” 

Colvin added. 

He said there was no indication that airport security was 

“compromised” at any time. 

"Four men have been taken into custody and are assisting police 

with their enquiries," the Australian Federal Police said. 

"The public should be reassured that our security and 

intelligence agencies are working tirelessly to keep us safe," 

PM Turnbull said in a statement. 

Security at Sydney airport was stepped up in anticipation of a 

potential attack, with similar measures implemented at airports 

across the country. 

Australia's terrorism threat remains at the same “probable” 

level as it was prior to the raids. 

Turnbull advised travelers to expect delays due to increased 

airport security but said there was no imminent danger. 

"Some of the measures will be obvious to the public, some will 

not be — those travelling should go about their business with 

confidence," Turnbull said. 

"The office of transport security has advised security screening 

will take longer, and travelers should arrive at terminals at 

least two hours before flights to allow ample time for 

screening. 

"They should limit the amount of carry-on and checked baggage, 

as this will help to ensure that security screening is 

efficient." 



 

 

Turnbull released an online video statement in which he 

announced major reforms of Australia’s counter terrorism 

agencies. 

 

 

Bomb defused at property, several detainees 

injured 

With little information released on the suspects, some details 

of the counter-terrorism operations have emerged in media 

reports.   

Following a raid in Sydney’s eastern suburb of Surry Hills, a 

man was escorted from a house with a white sheet covering his 

head and shoulders. His head was wrapped with a bandage. 

Before being driven away in an ambulance the man told 

journalists gathered at the property, that he had “no idea” what 

he was suspected of. “They bashed me,” he said, referring to the 

police arrest. 



 

 

 

 

An elderly woman wearing a hijab, with her face covered with a 

jacket, was also seen being ushered from the property by police. 

Another woman with her hands tied up was treated by the medics 

at the scene. It was unclear if any of the women would be 

charged. Witnesses cited by the outlet said they heard loud 

screams during the operation that reportedly involved around 40 

armed riot police, who stormed into the house from both front 

and back, smashing a part of a back fence. 

A bomb disposal unit was called to the scene and a street near 

the property was briefly sealed off. An explosive device was 

discovered.  

Another police raid was conducted at a property located in Wiley 

Park, a suburb in south-western Sydney. According to neighbors, 

the man detained by police was aged around 50, lived with his 

brother, enjoyed an occasional family visit and had a thing for 

cats; keeping over a dozen of felines at home. 

“He was a strange man, he never looked at you in the eye when 

you spoke to him,” one of the neighbors said. 

In Punchbowl, also in south-western Sydney, police reportedly 

raided a home of a Lebanese family. Eyewitnesses said they heard 

a woman screaming and saw police questioning four women and a 

wheelchair-bound man. 



 

 

“We don’t really know them, we just say hi because they’re 

Lebanese as well. They seem like good people,” neighbors were 

cited as saying. 

Another raid was conducted at Lakembam, south-western Sydney. 

Police were seen with gas masks as they entered the property. 

 

Australian military gets 

cyberwarfare unit to battle 

overseas hackers 

30 06 2017  

 

 

 
 

The Australian Defence Force is getting a cyberwarfare unit for 

defending the country from cyber threat, as well as conducting 

offensive military cyber operations to shut down foreign 

criminal networks overseas.  

“As of tomorrow, Australia will have an information warfare 

division within Defence. This is a result of the changing 

character of contemporary conflict,” Cyber Security Minister Dan 

Tehan. 



 

 

Defence Signals Directorate, an intelligence agency in the 

Australian Government Department of Defence, will be given 

special powers to target civilians overseas. 

The division will be responsible for “military cyber operations, 

intelligence, joint electronic warfare, information operations 

and our military’s space operations,” according to Tehan. 

“It will integrate existing operations from across our defense 

forces to protect and support our ADF deployed personnel and 

systems. The division is authorized to conduct self-defense, 

passive defense, active defense and offensive operations,” Tehan 

said 

 

 

“Our new cyber capabilities will ensure offshore attacks are 

kept at bay, and will keep Australians safe,” he added. 

 

Earlier in June, Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull said 

that the country’s response to cyber threat shouldn’t be just 

defensive. 

“We must take the fight to the criminals. The use of offensive 

cyber capabilities will add to the government’s crime-fighting 

arsenal and form part of our broader strategy to prevent and 

shut down safe havens for offshore cyber criminals.”  



 

 

 According to the website of the Australian prime minister, 

cybercrime costs the country’s economy around AUS$1 billion 

($767 million) a year. Since the end of 2014, the Australian 

authorities registered 114,000 reports of cybercrime. At least 

23,700 of them were reported over the last 6 months. 

“The use of this capability, which is currently used to help 

target, disrupt and defeat terrorist organizations such as 

Islamic State, is subject to stringent legal oversight and 

consistent with our obligations under international law,” the 

statement also said.  

Australia, as well as other countries across the globe, has been 

recently hit by the ‘Petya’ ransomware attack. The attack spread 

to corporate systems across the world, affecting, among others, 

Russian state oil giant Rosneft, international shipping and 

energy conglomerate Maersk, and UK-based advertising and public 

relations company WPP. 

The ransomware is similar in impact to “WannaCry” by the hacker 

group ShadowBrokers. That attack shut down over 200,000 

computers in 150 countries. 

 



 

 

 

Christmas terrorist plot foiled 

in Australia, Islamic State-

inspired suspects arrested 

23 12, 2016 (note year) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Australian authorities have foiled a “very substantial terrorist 

plot”, arresting a number of suspects who allegedly plotted a 

“multi-mode attack” involving guns and improvised explosives in 

central Melbourne over the Christmas holidays.  

 

Seven people were detained following overnight raids by Victoria 

Police, the Australian Federal Police and Australian Security 

Intelligence Organisation. Five people are still in custody and 

are answering questions about the alleged terrorist plot. 

 “Overnight our police and security agencies have disrupted a 

very substantial terrorist plot,” Prime Minister Malcolm 

Turnbull. 



 

 

Police believe that Islamic State-inspired terrorists wanted to 

use explosives and other weapons on Christmas Day to target 

locations in the city, including St Paul's Cathedral, Federation 

Square and Flinders Street Station. 

 “What they have uncovered is a plot to explode improvised 

explosive devices in central Melbourne in the area of Federation 

Square, on or about Christmas Day,” Turnbull noted. 

 

The suspects planned to attack public sites with weapons and 

explosives, Victoria Police Chief Commissioner Graham Ashton 

Commissioner told journalists, adding that that four of the 

people arrested were Australian-born and aged in their 20s. 

“The age groups range between 20 and 24 or 25. There is another 

suspect in this matter who will be charged that was an Egyptian-

born Australian citizen. All the others were Australian-born.” 

“We believe they are self-radicalized. They are inspired by ISIS 

and ISIS propaganda,” Ashton added, saying there was no 

suggestion of international assistance to suspected terrorists. 

The Chief Commissioner said that those detained wanted to use a 

“multi-mode attack” that would involve an explosion and the use 

of assault weapons. 



 

 

 “We believe it was certainly going to involve an explosive 

event ... we gathered the makings of an improvised explosive 

device,” Ashton said. “A substantial number of people could have 

been injured in the attack, from what we've seen.” 

Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews, who called the plot an “act of 

evil” promised to increase the police presence at public places 

in Victoria over the Christmas period. 

According to Turnbull, Australian authorities have managed to 

thwart 12 major plots since September 2014, when the terror 

threat level was raised. Following 25 counterterrorism 

operations, some 57 people now face terrorism-related charges. 
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