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Michael Weiss, Hassan Hassan. "Islamic State: Army of Terror" 

 

"Next, the Muslims, for their country. Yes, it's your country. 

Next, because Syria does not belong to Syria, and Iraq belongs 

to the Iraqis, "- June 28, 2014, on the first day of Ramadan, 

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, who by that time the Caliph Ibrahim, 

announced the end of LIH and the birth of the Islamic state. It 

broadcasts from the pulpit of the Great Mosque of Al-Nuri in 

Mosul - a city captured a few days ago, his fighters. As an 

Iraqi by birth, al-Baghdadi abolished citizenship. In his 

opinion, there was no longer any of the peoples of the Fertile 

Crescent (the code name of the region in the Middle East, 

boasting fertile land, and is shaped like a crescent moon), or 

the peoples of the rest of the world. Everything has been 

replaced by the Islamic State. Moreover, all mankind could now 

be divided into two "camp". The first - "the Muslims and 

Mujahideen camp [holy warriors]," and the second - "Jewish camp, 

the crusaders and their allies." Standing there, dressed in 

black, al-Baghdadi was represented himself as the heir of the 

medieval caliphate and the embodiment of the spirit of his 

heroic predecessor Abu Musab al-Zarqawi. He expressed himself 

mainly in terms of the same revolutionary and honored the same 

mosque, where Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi announced that 11-year-old 

process of incarnation in the life of his vague plan finally 

completed.  
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Sheikh executioners 

 

Emma Sky, a British advisor to the US Army in Iraq, said: 

"Corrupt regimes and terrorists support each other in business. 

It's a symbiotic relationship. " In fact, despite his image of 

invincible military force, LIH to a greater extent than it is 

willing to admit it, it is based on the undesirable from the 

ideological point of view of associations. When the US invaded 

Iraq, al-Zarqawi has found ardent supporters among those who 

first announced his "near enemy" - representatives of the 

Baathist regime of Saddam Hussein. And today, LIH, extending 

along the northern and central Iraq, the benefits from such 

transactions. 

 

Saddam Spirit 

 

He said bin Laden was confirmed in the first months of the 

occupation of Iraq, when the United States Army realized the 

hybrid nature of the rebel movement, which they opposed. 

Invasion of Baghdad, Saddam Hussein did not expect. But he 

carefully prepared his regime to another doomsday scenario - the 

rebellion in the country, organized either by the Iraqi Shiite 

majority or Kurdish minority. With the help of the United States 

both groups raised their heads at the end of the first Gulf War, 

for which he had been subjected to mass murder (with the 

acquiescence of America). To prevent the revolutionary ferment 

again in the period between the wars, Saddam created a powerful 

counter-revolutionary underground apparatus and adopted measures 

to strengthen the security forces. He extended one of the 

divisions of his personal safety, "Fedayeen Saddam", and issued 

a license for the establishment of training centers for 

militiamen. In his history of the Second Gulf War by Michael 

Gordon and General Bernard Trainor indicates that long before 

the arrival of the first American soldier in Iraq "all over the 

country has established a network of safe houses and weapons 

caches, including materials for the manufacture of home-made 

explosives, intended for paramilitaries ... All this is 

consistent with the strategy of counter-insurgency - those who, 

according to Hussein, the most serious threat to his regime. " 

 

Person who reviewed this strategy and realized that for the 

resistance, rendered after the invasion, it is necessary to 

overthrow the regime - and this is not "questions that have no 

answers," as Donald Rumsfeld, US Secretary of Defense - Colonel 

Derek Harvey, an officer in the military intelligence, who 



worked in led by General Ricardo (Rick) Sanchez Joint combat 

Team 7, at the headquarters of US forces in Iraq. By Harvey 

estimated resistance army ranged from 65 000 to 95 000 troops, 

first belonged to the Special Republican Guard, "Mukhabarat" 

(structure, guiding the Iraqi Intelligence Agency), "Fedayeen 

Saddam" and subsidized by the state militia units. All these 

people, Paul Bremer, Bush appointed the head of the Coalition 

Provisional Authority (CPA), one stroke deprived of work and 

livelihood, signing a decree to dissolve the Iraqi armed forces. 

Many of the dismissed officers joined the nascent campaign, 

whose goal was the expulsion of the expropriators. Also, one of 

them must be added the many disgruntled Iraqis affected by the 

controversial policy of "de-Baathification" Bremer declared 10 

days after his appearance in Baghdad. 

 

The situation was aggravated by the fact that at the time, 

Saddam permitted the operation in Iraq, the gray market to get 

round the sanctions imposed by the United Nations - and this led 

to the creation of a criminal network headed by Vice President 

Izzat Ibrahim al-Douri. Al-Douri, a member of the Naqshbandi 

Sufi Order, which began direct as claimed put Abu Bakr, the 

first Caliph of Islam, was born in the village of al-Dour near 

Tikrit, Saddam's hometown. In the heart of the Sunni region, he 

was able to show themselves clever functionary-Baathists. 

Becoming vice president, he is using his companions Sufi 

supplied weapons intelligence agencies and the army regime. It 

was a form of ethnic patronage that in 2006, after Saddam's 

execution, manifested in the creation of the "Army men 

Naqshbandi Order" - one of the most powerful Sunni insurgent 

groups in Iraq. Later, in 2014, she helped establish the rule of 

LIH in Mosul. <...> 

 

Even before the war, Saddam received and other counter-

revolutionary measures. We tend to regard it as a secular 

regime, and thus it is to a certain extent was. But after the 

first Gulf War, Saddam began to strengthen his regime, fearing 

foreign fundamentalists, such as the Iranian mullahs, as well as 

internal enemies of the same kind, sharing the concept of the 

"near enemy" and able to challenge his rule. So he Islamized his 

regime, decorated with an Iraqi flag with the phrase "Allahu 

Akbar" (“God is great") and applying numerous draconian 

punishment, most of which were based on Sharia law, cut off the 

hands of thieves and evaders and deserters from the army 

deprived ears. In order to distinguish the past from the 

veterans of the Iran-Iraq war, saddamisty tagged foreheads of 

the people who have been punished with crosses, which was 

applied with a hot iron. 



 

 

Saddam Hussein, 1995 / © AP 

 

The turn toward religiosity and had another purpose: to suppress 

or stifle criticism of the situation in the economy, hit by 

foreign sanctions. Following this goal, the regime imposed a ban 

on the employment of women, hoping in this way to reduce the 

official number of unemployed. Even more significant step was 

the campaign for the Islamic faith, in the course of which was 

an attempt to join the Baath ideology of Islamism. Ensure the 

implementation of the plan of religious renewal was entrusted to 

none other, as to a faithful Al-Douri, the godfather mafia 

smuggling cars. <...> 

 

"Awakening" 

 

"History" Awakening "Al-Anbar was very sad, - he told us retired 

senior official of the Iraqi government at the end of 2014 - 

People who fought with" al-Qaeda "(AKI) (declared a terrorist 

organization and banned in the Russian Federation), were thrown 

government to fend for themselves. Many of them were later 

executed "Al-Qaeda", and some even have been arrested by the 

Iraqi military. After that, while the situation in Baghdad will 

not change, it is unlikely someone decides to risk his life and 

to speak out against LIH. " This view is shared by many Iraqi 

Sunnis, it becomes more understandable when we remember how 

there was a movement "awakening." As is often the case with 

important events, it was an accident. 

 

"Al-Sahwa" 

 

The "defenders of the desert" was short, but because of it, 

Americans have gained useful experience of cooperation with the 

members of the tribe Ramadi. However, by 2006 the capital of the 

province of Al-Anbar was once again under the authority of AKI. 

Jihadists firmly entrenched in the city and used the latest 

design engineering troops of the US Army to lay undetectable 

improvised explosive devices with which they were stopped and 

destroyed a column of US and Iraqi troops. The roads cut large 

chunks of asphalt and filled with explosives formed holes, and 

then reduced the pavement. As a result, a piece of the road 

looked quite safe - as long as did not fire the mine, which 

damage or destroy infantry fighting vehicle "Bradley" or tank 

"Abrams" and killed and maimed seated occupants inside. In 

addition, the explosion of these devices resulted in serious 

damage to the infrastructure systems - sewage pipes burst, and 



the streets flooded with sewage. 

 

In Ramadi, as elsewhere in Iraq, local authorities have worked 

both on official Baghdad, and AQI, which bribed Iraqi officials 

and security services, using its main asset - the proceeds of 

oil smuggling. This smuggling was her main occupation, in 

addition to the murders. Barrels of stolen crude oil were 

delivered regularly in Ramadi with in the north of the country 

refinery in Baiji, and then crossed for the sale on the Iraqi 

black market. So it was before - in accordance with the 

agreement between the tribes and the Saddam regime. But it 

turned out that with the new owners to work much harder. 

 

During June 2014 LIH captured US and other foreign military 

equipment worth millions of dollars 

 

It began with the fact that local residents opposed, encouraged 

by their medieval laws, especially against AQI fighters assigned 

to himself the first night version of Sharia law: as LIH today, 

in 2006, jihadists raping Iraqi women. The elders of the tribes 

also resented abductions and murders. Two of the families of 

Sheikh Abu aieta and Albu Diyyab have already been killed, and 

all the others were constantly under the gun as competitors 

thriving war economy AKI. Gradually, the inhabitants of Ramadi 

revolted against terrorism. Families of the victims began to 

spend the night action lynching militants. They were joined by 

vengeful Iraqi police and even rebels from rival factions, who 

were fed up with TAKFIRI. Thus was born the movement of civil 

resistance "Tuvar al-Anbar," or "The rebels of Al-Anbar." Later 

it became known as the "Al-Sahwa" ( "Awakening") and Air 

Ramadidostiglo such success that AKI even tried to enter into 

negotiations with him. 

 

It was in Ramadi, when the city re-took the US and Iraqi forces 

have been implemented a new strategy of a set of people at the 

service of the police - not in the center of the city, which, as 

the events that took place two years before the glass factory, 

is a lightweight target for militant attacks, and in the 

surrounding rural areas, where the tribes live. 

 

The rate of the countryside was made with the expectation that 

the already significantly increased the resistance will increase 

to such an extent that it can be officially sanctioned by the 

movement, and this, in turn, will contribute to the 

strengthening of mutual trust between the Americans and tribes. 

One of the main allies of the Coalition among tribal leaders 

were charismatic Abdul Sattarar-Rishawi. The US military has 



twice raided his village, after he was accused of commercial 

cooperation with the militants. But this did not prevent him 

from pragmatism to a temporary alliance with the "enemy of my 

enemy." "People associated with the rebels, invited us to tea," 

- he described the situation like an American lieutenant, 

telling journalist George Packer about a similar case in Tal 

Afar in 2005, when Colonel McMaster at the border town of 

similar changes have occurred. Al-Rishawi was one of the most 

important allies of the United States in Iraq. <...> 

Fallujah, January 2014 / © AP 

 

Fallujah, January 2014 / © AP 

 

"Al-Anbar Awakening" went from the bottom up rather than top-

down, and at the level of brigades initiative was taken up by 

other savvy and quick to solve the military commanders who are 

ready to negotiate with those who drank just before tea with the 

militants. The elections, held in December 2005, has shown that 

some Sunni terrorists may well fit into the political system of 

Iraq and there is no need to capture and kill them. 

 

British Lieutenant General Graeme Lamb, deputy commander of 

multinational forces in Iraq, General Casey, has long believed 

that it is only a matter of time when Sunni tired of AKI, and 

some of the least extremist jihadists fighting companions to 

seek help from the Coalition. The question was how to separate 

those with whom you can do business, from those who had to go 

too far. Interoperability with AQI fighters, naturally, was not 

even considered, but how to be more flexible in ideological 

terms, but related groups? Lam met with the emir of "Ansar al-

Sunna", Salafi groups have recently expressed doubts about the 

IGI action methods. Amir told the general that the occupiers 

must be fought, but the "Ansar Al-Sunnah" understands that the 

main evil for Iraq are thugs and rapists al-Masri and al-

Baghdadi. "We are watching you in Al-Anbar three and a half 

years, - he said Lam - and see that you do not threaten any of 

our faith or our way of life. In contrast to the "Al-Qaeda". " 

rebirth 

 

IGI history, as described by its journal "Dabik" is a way of 

searching for long 11 years, seasoned with suffering and ending 

in 2014 the creation of a caliphate. Abu Omar al-Baghdadi built 

a "first" in the modern era "state created exclusively by the 

Mujahideen - active participants of jihad - in the heart of the 

Muslim world, which is literally a stone's throw" to Mecca, 

Medina and Jerusalem. Passing through the "Al-Sahwa", "big wave" 

and the elimination of its leadership, it took everything - 



sheltered "in the desert areas of Al-Anbar, where his men 

regrouped, and planned new battle trained." 

 

New al-Baghdadi 

 

Al Badari, who took the pseudonym Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, was 

appointed to the Shura Council the sole successor to the two 

commanders killed. He seemed to come out of nowhere. All that 

was known about him, and in Iraq, and the United States 

intelligence community, has come up to the light already after 

LIH triumphantly seized power over the two countries, after 

which the media have begun to figure out what this new sinister 

figure. As a result, most of the biographies of the second Al-

Baghdadi was still known at the level of rumors or speculation, 

and some of them are subject to competing jihadist propagandists 

and aimed at, to cause a scandal or call into question the 

legitimacy of the Caliph, represented as a figure more 

influential than Ayman al-Zawahiri. But this division into those 

for and those against, did not happen immediately. "Nobody 

thought that he wanted to compete with the" Al-Qaeda ", - says 

Alhuri. - In a secret message he not only swore allegiance to 

al-Zawahiri, but also asked whether to keep it a secret or is it 

public. Al-Zawahiri said that it is better to keep it a secret 

in order to avoid complications and to somehow ease the pressure 

on the ISI. " 

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, 2004 

 

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, 2004 

 

Al-Baghdadi was born in 1971 near the town of Samarra. In his 

youth he studied Islam and also received a master's degree and a 

doctorate from the University of Islamic Sciences in Adhamiye, 

district of Baghdad. As they say, he lived in a modest house, 

adjoining the local mosque in Tobdi, western district of Baghdad 

populated by Shia and Sunni. Like most mass murderers left in 

the memory of those who knew them at an early age, he, according 

to the recollections of friends and acquaintances, was a quiet 

modest man, did not seem like a dangerous fanatic, as he became 

known later. ( "Neighbours remembered as a serial killer serial 

killer" - a headline, it seems more appropriate for the 

satirical Onion magazine section.) Al-Baghdadi was wearing 

glasses, a well-played football and behave as befits a 

scientist. 

 

Dr. Hisham al-Hashimi, one of the experts on the LIH, which 

advises the Government of Iraq, met al-Baghdadi in the late 

1990s. "He did not have the charisma of a leader - told us al-



Hashimi. - At our meeting he was very embarrassed and was 

laconic. 

 

Repeats 

Sheikh executioners 

 

Emma Sky, a British advisor to the US Army in Iraq, said: 

"Corrupt regimes and terrorists support each other in business. 

It's a symbiotic relationship. " In fact, despite his image of 

invincible military force, LIH to a greater extent than it is 

willing to admit it, it is based on the undesirable from the 

ideological point of view of associations. When the US invaded 

Iraq, al-Zarqawi has found ardent supporters among those who 

first announced his "near enemy" - representatives of the 

Baathist regime of Saddam Hussein. And today, LIH, extending 

along the northern and central Iraq, the benefits from such 

transactions. 

 

Saddam Spirit 

 

He said bin Laden was confirmed in the first months of the 

occupation of Iraq, when the United States Army realized the 

hybrid nature of the rebel movement, which they opposed. 

Invasion of Baghdad, Saddam Hussein did not expect. But he 

carefully prepared his regime to another doomsday scenario - the 

rebellion in the country, organized either by the Iraqi Shiite 

majority or Kurdish minority. With the help of the United States 

both groups raised their heads at the end of the first Gulf War, 

for which he had been subjected to mass murder (with the 

acquiescence of America). To prevent the revolutionary ferment 

again in the period between the wars, Saddam created a powerful 

counter-revolutionary underground apparatus and adopted measures 

to strengthen the security forces. He extended one of the 

divisions of his personal safety, "Fedayeen Saddam", and issued 

a license for the establishment of training centers for 

militiamen. In his history of the Second Gulf War by Michael 

Gordon and General Bernard Trainor indicates that long before 

the arrival of the first American soldier in Iraq "all over the 

country has established a network of safe houses and weapons 

caches, including materials for the manufacture of home-made 

explosives, intended for paramilitaries ... All this is 

consistent with the strategy of counter-insurgency - those who, 

according to Hussein, the most serious threat to his regime. " 

 

Person who reviewed this strategy and realized that for the 

resistance, rendered after the invasion, it is necessary to 

overthrow the regime - and this is not "questions that have no 



answers," as Donald Rumsfeld, US Secretary of Defense - Colonel 

Derek Harvey, an officer in the military intelligence, who 

worked in led by General Ricardo (Rick) Sanchez Joint combat 

Team 7, at the headquarters of US forces in Iraq. By Harvey 

estimated resistance army ranged from 65 000 to 95 000 troops, 

first belonged to the Special Republican Guard, "Mukhabarat" 

(structure, guiding the Iraqi Intelligence Agency), "Fedayeen 

Saddam" and subsidized by the state militia units. All these 

people, Paul Bremer, Bush appointed the head of the Coalition 

Provisional Authority (CPA), one stroke deprived of work and 

livelihood, signing a decree to dissolve the Iraqi armed forces. 

Many of the dismissed officers joined the nascent campaign, 

whose goal was the expulsion of the expropriators. Also, one of 

them must be added the many disgruntled Iraqis affected by the 

controversial policy of "de-Baathification" Bremer declared 10 

days after his appearance in Baghdad. 

 

The situation was aggravated by the fact that at the time, 

Saddam permitted the operation in Iraq, the gray market to get 

round the sanctions imposed by the United Nations - and this led 

to the creation of a criminal network headed by Vice President 

Izzat Ibrahim al-Douri. Al-Douri, a member of the Naqshbandi 

Sufi Order, which began direct as claimed put Abu Bakr, the 

first Caliph of Islam, was born in the village of al-Dour near 

Tikrit, Saddam's hometown. In the heart of the Sunni region, he 

was able to show themselves clever functionary-Baathists. 

Becoming vice president, he is using his companions Sufi 

supplied weapons intelligence agencies and the army regime. It 

was a form of ethnic patronage that in 2006, after Saddam's 

execution, manifested in the creation of the "Army men 

Naqshbandi Order" - one of the most powerful Sunni insurgent 

groups in Iraq. Later, in 2014, she helped establish the rule of 

LIH in Mosul. <...> 

 

Even before the war, Saddam received and other counter-

revolutionary measures. We tend to regard it as a secular 

regime, and thus it is to a certain extent was. But after the 

first Gulf War, Saddam began to strengthen his regime, fearing 

foreign fundamentalists, such as the Iranian mullahs, as well as 

internal enemies of the same kind, sharing the concept of the 

"near enemy" and able to challenge his rule. So he Islamized his 

regime, decorated with an Iraqi flag with the phrase "Allahu 

Akbar" ( "God is great") and applying numerous draconian 

punishment, most of which were based on Sharia law, cut off the 

hands of thieves and evaders and deserters from the army 

deprived ears. In order to distinguish the past from the 

veterans of the Iran-Iraq war, saddamisty tagged foreheads of 



the people who have been punished with crosses, which was 

applied with a hot iron. 

Saddam Hussein, 1995 / © AP 

 

Saddam Hussein, 1995 / © AP 

 

The turn toward religiosity and had another purpose: to suppress 

or stifle criticism of the situation in the economy, hit by 

foreign sanctions. Following this goal, the regime imposed a ban 

on the employment of women, hoping in this way to reduce the 

official number of unemployed. Even more significant step was 

the campaign for the Islamic faith, in the course of which was 

an attempt to join the Baath ideology of Islamism. Ensure the 

implementation of the plan of religious renewal was entrusted to 

none other, as to a faithful Al-Douri, the godfather mafia 

smuggling cars. <...> 

 

"Awakening" 

 

"History" Awakening "Al-Anbar was very sad, - he told us retired 

senior official of the Iraqi government at the end of 2014 - 

People who fought with" al-Qaeda "(AKI) (declared a terrorist 

organization and banned in the Russian Federation), were thrown 

government to fend for themselves. Many of them were later 

executed "Al-Qaeda", and some even have been arrested by the 

Iraqi military. After that, while the situation in Baghdad will 

not change, it is unlikely someone decides to risk his life and 

to speak out against LIH. " This view is shared by many Iraqi 

Sunnis, it becomes more understandable when we remember how 

there was a movement "awakening." As is often the case with 

important events, it was an accident. 

 

"Al-Sahwa" 

 

The "defenders of the desert" was short, but because of it, 

Americans have gained useful experience of cooperation with the 

members of the tribe Ramadi. However, by 2006 the capital of the 

province of Al-Anbar was once again under the authority of AKI. 

Jihadists firmly entrenched in the city and used the latest 

design engineering troops of the US Army to lay undetectable 

improvised explosive devices with which they were stopped and 

destroyed a column of US and Iraqi troops. The roads cut large 

chunks of asphalt and filled with explosives formed holes, and 

then reduced the pavement. As a result, a piece of the road 

looked quite safe - as long as did not fire the mine, which 

damage or destroy infantry fighting vehicle "Bradley" or tank 

"Abrams" and killed and maimed seated occupants inside. In 



addition, the explosion of these devices resulted in serious 

damage to the infrastructure systems - sewage pipes burst, and 

the streets flooded with sewage. 

 

In Ramadi, as elsewhere in Iraq, local authorities have worked 

both on official Baghdad, and AQI, which bribed Iraqi officials 

and security services, using its main asset - the proceeds of 

oil smuggling. This smuggling was her main occupation, in 

addition to the murders. Barrels of stolen crude oil were 

delivered regularly in Ramadi with in the north of the country 

refinery in Baiji, and then crossed for the sale on the Iraqi 

black market. So it was before - in accordance with the 

agreement between the tribes and the Saddam regime. But it 

turned out that with the new owners to work much harder. 

 

    In June 2014 LIH captured US and other foreign military 

equipment worth millions of dollars 

 

It began with the fact that local residents opposed, encouraged 

by their medieval laws, especially against AQI fighters assigned 

to himself the first night version of Sharia law: as LIH today, 

in 2006, jihadists raping Iraqi women. The elders of the tribes 

also resented abductions and murders. Two of the families of 

Sheikh Abu aieta and Albu Diyyab have already been killed, and 

all the others were constantly under the gun as competitors 

thriving war economy AKI. Gradually, the inhabitants of Ramadi 

revolted against terrorism. Families of the victims began to 

spend the night action lynching militants. They were joined by 

vengeful Iraqi police and even rebels from rival factions, who 

were fed up with TAKFIRI. Thus was born the movement of civil 

resistance "Tuvar al-Anbar," or "The rebels of Al-Anbar." Later 

it became known as the "Al-Sahwa" ( "Awakening") and Air 

Ramadidostiglo such success that AKI even tried to enter into 

negotiations with him. 

 

It was in Ramadi, when the city re-took the US and Iraqi forces 

have been implemented a new strategy of a set of people at the 

service of the police - not in the center of the city, which, as 

the events that took place two years before the glass factory, 

is a lightweight target for militant attacks, and in the 

surrounding rural areas, where the tribes live. 

 

The rate of the countryside was made with the expectation that 

the already significantly increased the resistance will increase 

to such an extent that it can be officially sanctioned by the 

movement, and this, in turn, will contribute to the 

strengthening of mutual trust between the Americans and tribes. 



One of the main allies of the Coalition among tribal leaders 

were charismatic Abdul Sattarar-Rishawi. The US military has 

twice raided his village, after he was accused of commercial 

cooperation with the militants. But this did not prevent him 

from pragmatism to a temporary alliance with the "enemy of my 

enemy." "People associated with the rebels, invited us to tea," 

- he described the situation like an American lieutenant, 

telling journalist George Packer about a similar case in Tal 

Afar in 2005, when Colonel McMaster at the border town of 

similar changes have occurred. Al-Rishawi was one of the most 

important allies of the United States in Iraq. <...> 

Fallujah, January 2014 / © AP 
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"Al-Anbar Awakening" went from the bottom up rather than top-

down, and at the level of brigades initiative was taken up by 

other savvy and quick to solve the military commanders who are 

ready to negotiate with those who drank just before tea with the 

militants. The elections, held in December 2005, has shown that 

some Sunni terrorists may well fit into the political system of 

Iraq and there is no need to capture and kill them. 

 

British Lieutenant General Graeme Lamb, deputy commander of 

multinational forces in Iraq, General Casey, has long believed 

that it is only a matter of time when Sunni tired of AKI, and 

some of the least extremist jihadists fighting companions to 

seek help from the Coalition. The question was how to separate 

those with whom you can do business, from those who had to go 

too far. Interoperability with AQI fighters, naturally, was not 

even considered, but how to be more flexible in ideological 

terms, but related groups? Lam met with the emir of "Ansar al-

Sunna", Salafi groups have recently expressed doubts about the 

IGI action methods. Amir told the general that the occupiers 

must be fought, but the "Ansar Al-Sunnah" understands that the 

main evil for Iraq are thugs and rapists al-Masri and al-

Baghdadi. "We are watching you in Al-Anbar three and a half 

years, - he said Lam - and see that you do not threaten any of 

our faith or our way of life. In contrast to the "Al-Qaeda". " 

rebirth 

 

IGI history, as described by its journal "Dabik" is a way of 

searching for long 11 years, seasoned with suffering and ending 

in 2014 the creation of a caliphate. Abu Omar al-Baghdadi built 

a "first" in the modern era "state created exclusively by the 

Mujahideen - active participants of jihad - in the heart of the 

Muslim world, which is literally a stone's throw" to Mecca, 



Medina and Jerusalem. Passing through the "Al-Sahwa", "big wave" 

and the elimination of its leadership, it took everything - 

sheltered "in the desert areas of Al-Anbar, where his men 

regrouped, and planned new battle trained." 

 

New; al-Baghdadi 

 

Al Badari, who took the pseudonym Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, was 

appointed to the Shura Council the sole successor to the two 

commanders killed. He seemed to come out of nowhere. All that 

was known about him, and in Iraq, and the United States 

intelligence community, has come up to the light already after 

LIH triumphantly seized power over the two countries, after 

which the media have begun to figure out what this new sinister 

figure. As a result, most of the biographies of the second Al-

Baghdadi was still known at the level of rumors or speculation, 

and some of them are subject to competing jihadist propagandists 

and aimed at, to cause a scandal or call into question the 

legitimacy of the Caliph, represented as a figure more 

influential than Ayman al-Zawahiri. But this division into those 

for and those against, did not happen immediately. "Nobody 

thought that he wanted to compete with the" Al-Qaeda ", - says 

Alhuri. - In a secret message he not only swore allegiance to 

al-Zawahiri, but also asked whether to keep it a secret or is it 

public. Al-Zawahiri said that it is better to keep it a secret 

in order to avoid complications and to somehow ease the pressure 

on the ISI. " 

 

 

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, 2004 

 

Al-Baghdadi was born in 1971 near the town of Samarra. In his 

youth he studied Islam and also received a master's degree and a 

doctorate from the University of Islamic Sciences in Adhamiye, 

district of Baghdad. As they say, he lived in a modest house, 

adjoining the local mosque in Tobdi, western district of Baghdad 

populated by Shia and Sunni. Like most mass murderers left in 

the memory of those who knew them at an early age, he, according 

to the recollections of friends and acquaintances, was a quiet 

modest man, did not seem like a dangerous fanatic, as he became 

known later. ( "Neighbours remembered as a serial killer serial 

killer" - a headline, it seems more appropriate for the 

satirical Onion magazine section.) Al-Baghdadi was wearing 

glasses, a well-played football and behave as befits a 

scientist. 

 

Dr. Hisham al-Hashimi, one of the experts on the LIH, which 



advises the Government of Iraq, met al-Baghdadi in the late 

1990s. "He did not have the charisma of a leader - told us al-

Hashimi. - At our meeting he was very embarrassed and was 

laconic. He was interested in research in the field of religion, 

and all his interest seemed to be centered on the Koran. He was 

born into a poor family in the countryside, but not envy the 

citizens, as it often happens with such as he. His ambition did 

not extend beyond getting positions in the civil service in the 

Ministry of Islamic Affairs. " 

 

During late 2004, al-Baghdadi was released as Americans felt 

that it poses no danger to the coalition and Iraqi forces public 

institutions 

 

As told to the correspondent of the Daily Telegraph, one of his 

neighbors, Abu Ali al-Baghdadi appeared in Tobdi, when he was 18 

years old. "At the local mosque had its imam. When he was 

absent, his place was taken by students of religion. [Al-

Baghdadi] sometimes read the prayer, but never acted with 

sermons. " Over time, his views became more reactionary, Abu Ali 

recalled. He said that gave al-Baghdadi at a wedding in Tobdi in 

which men and women "danced in the same room. He walked down the 

street when he saw it and shouted, "Do you think men and women 

can afford to dance together, as you do? It is against the 

religious attitudes! "And he stopped the dance." <...> 

 

By 2000, al-Baghdadi received his doctorate, married, had a son. 

By 2003, the United States invaded Iraq, but the future leader 

of the LIH had not yet joined the ranks of the rebels. Abu Ali 

told the Telegraph that while al-Baghdadi did not experience 

overt hatred for the Americans. "He does not look like a hot, 

unrestrained person. Quiet plan something -. This is just for 

him " As a result, without fanfare by the end of 2003, he 

founded his own Islamist group "Jaish al-Sunnah wa al-Jama'ah" ( 

"People's Army of the Sunni community"). A year later came 

another "university" - in the "Bucca" camp. 

 

Repeats 
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founded his own Islamist group "Jaish al-Sunnah wa al-Jama'ah" ( 

"People's Army of the Sunni community"). A year later came 



another "university" - in the "Bucca" camp. 

 

Contrary to many reports which have appeared in the Western 

press and claimed that al-Baghdadi was released from the camp, 

"Bucca" in 2009, after its closure, in fact, he stayed there for 

only one year, 2004, the second, as an internee. "He visited 

Fallujah one of his friends, whose name was Numan Nessayif 

Nessayif - recalled al-Hashemi in conversation with us. - With 

him came another man, Abdul Wahed al-Semayyair. US Army 

Intelligence agencies arrested them all together. But their 

purpose was not Baghdadi and Nessayif. Al-Baghdadi arrested 

January 31, 2004, and on December 6 of the same year was 

released. After that, he never detained. In this country, 

everything is against the rules. " 

 

Abu Ahmed, a former senior member of LIH, who knew al-Baghdadi 

is still on "Bukke", told the Guardian, that the prison 

authorities initially took it for a man capable of shooting 

problems. Doctorate from the University of Islamic Sciences, 

helped him wisely to settle disputes between inmates jihadists. 

Therefore, the Americans have allowed him to attend various camp 

blocks "Bukke", which he did, ostensibly to settle the conflict, 

but in fact instead of al-Baghdadi used given him the privilege 

to recruit fighters themselves. Over time, as Abu Ahmed 

recalled, he began to create problems in prison, using a "policy 

of submission and separation to achieve what he wanted - namely 

provisions. And it worked. " When in late 2004, al-Baghdadi was 

released as Americans felt that it poses no danger to the 

coalition forces and the Iraqi state institutions, he, according 

to Issam, he became even more extremist. In 2007 he entered the 

Council of the Mujahideen of Iraq, which was created by al-

Zarqawi to give the action of the grouping national flavor. 

However, the desire of al-Baghdadi to the purity and strictness 

of morals, as well as its variability in the creation of unions 

clearly show that he did not have much interest to cooperate 

with ideologically heterogeneous union of rebel groups, even if 

the "Al-Qaeda" will be there first among equals. One of the 

commanders of AKI from Fallujah told Issam, that al-Baghdadi 

broke almost all the groups to which ever entered. "He broke up 

with" Muslim Brotherhood "(declared a terrorist organization and 

banned in Russia) and then call them apostates and agents 

[former US ambassador to Iraq Zalmayya] Khalilzad. He parted 

ways with the "Jaish al-Mujahideen" and took part in military 

operations against them, particularly in Al-Karmah [the city to 

the north-east of Fallujah]. Al-Baghdadi has always been 

particularly consistent in respect of the Sunni militias that 

were not part of his own organization. He said: "The fight with 



them a higher priority than the fight against the Americans. '" 

Battle for & nbsp; Fallujah (2004, November) / © Wikipedia 
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This belief in the need of a fratricidal war - fitnah - 

distinguished between Sunni al-Baghdadi as the leader at LIH 

expansion in Syria and Iraq. Issam also argues that, contrary to 

popular belief that al-Baghdadi came out of nowhere, in fact, he 

was well known and the Iraqis and the Americans. "His uncle, 

Ismail al-Badri, - member of the Association of Iraqi ulama 

[scholars], which his nephew called apostate organization. A 

daughter of al-Baghdadi is married to the leader of the Iraqi 

Islamic Party - the horn "Muslim Brotherhood" in Iraq. Prior to 

the release of Iraqi Americans arrested him constantly because 

of kinship with Abu Bakr. " 

 

In addition, according to al-Hashimi, a decision on the election 

of Al-Baghdadi Emir IGR was adopted by an overwhelming majority: 

nine of the eleven members of the Shura Council. Why is it? In 

fact there were three reasons. Firstly, he belonged to the tribe 

of Quraysh, one of the most respected in the Middle East due to 

the fact that it came from the Prophet Mohammed. (As mentioned, 

Abu Omar al-Baghdadi was also a descendant of the tribe, the 

inexhaustible source of all Islamic caliphs.) Second, al-

Baghdadi himself was a member of the Shura Council and the ISI 

because was close to the Abu Omar. And finally, thirdly, he was 

elected because of their age as a representative of a younger 

generation than the other candidates for the post of emir. It 

saw a man capable of leading the IGR of stagnation after US 

troops left Iraq. Today LIH reveres him as "a messenger." "If 

someone comes to you when you are under the authority of a 

single person, with intent to destroy or undermine your 

solidarity your unity, kill him!" - Called "Dabik" magazine, 

urging all Muslims to take an oath of allegiance to al-Baghdadi. 

 

Takfirinomika 

 

LIH combining authoritarian rule with surprisingly successful 

conduct of the economy. PAS and Islamic groups that controlled 

the oil fields of eastern Syria, spent part of their profits to 

ensure that the work to establish schools and provide the 

population with electricity, telecommunications, water, food and 

TP But in some villages and towns became irregular with all of 

this: it is it was due to the fact that the LIH directed oil 

revenues into other Syria and Iraq city that were under its 

control, to establish their own territories controlled 



distribution system. As a result, it began to decline in the 

oil-rich areas of influence of local rebel groups. 

 

In addition, Syria has forced LIH municipal employees to work, 

unlike previous groups that allow them to receive a salary (the 

mode) and sit at home doing nothing and paying a certain 

recompense. "The streets are much cleaner today. Previously, 70% 

of civil servants do not work, although the salary they 

received, - said one former SAS media aktivist from Dayr az-

Zaur. - LIH canceled the usual day off on Saturday, making the 

weekend instead of Thursday." 

 

Regulation and price controls were another direction in which 

LIH successfully proved. For example, it is prohibited to 

fishermen use dynamite and electricity for killing fish. It also 

banned the residents of Al-Jazeera's capture, using the 

confusion of war, land in the Syrian Desert, where they are, to 

the displeasure of neighbors, built a new house or open a 

business. In addition, the LIH limited profit margins from the 

sale of petroleum products, ice, flour and other essential 

commodities. Before the "Islamic State" has established control 

over eastern Syria, the daily volume of oil production was 

approximately 30,000 barrels, and the cost of one barrel is 

equal to 2,000 Syrian pounds - it's $ 11. The families of local 

residents engaged in oil distillation gave 200 liras (just over 

a dollar) per processed barrel primitive way. Once the power was 

transferred to LIH, a barrel of oil has fallen in price, as it 

has established the value of liters of crude oil per 50 pounds 

(30 cents). LIH also banned under threat of confiscation of 

these families to establish refinery equipment near residential 

areas. As a result, someone had to say goodbye to all the oil 

business. But in the aggregate price controls and regulation in 

this area balanced the decline in resources and the volume of 

services.  

 

Despite the image of the invincible military force, LIH to a 

greater extent than it is willing to admit it, it is based on 

the undesirable from the ideological point of view of unions 

 

While the Coalition is not the beginning of aerial bombardment, 

oil has been the main source of income LIH. According to some 

estimates, she earned on the Syrian and Iraqi oil, millions of 

dollars a month - from one to two million per day. After the air 

strikes LIH income decreased significantly. But smuggling to 

neighboring countries, such as Turkey and Jordan, as well as 

other provinces of Syria and Iraq still provide LIH significant 

financial income. The sharp decline in oil production greater 



impact on civilians than on the "Islamic state" that can 

generate income from other sources, but it was difficult to 

ensure that local communities (especially in such a desirable 

commodity as bottled gas). "According to my estimates, due to 

the volume of air raids LIH remittances decreased by 5%, - said 

mediaaktivist, who still lives in Dayr az-Zaur. - The bombing 

affected mainly on business connected with the oil. With food is 

OK, most of it comes from Turkey and Iraq. The borders are open, 

and if you do not like the local prices, you go to the Al-Anbar. 

To me, it's OK. " 

 

Entrepreneurial spirit exhibited by the LIH in the affairs of 

the oil market, made an impression on many observers, though 

Harvey Derek is not included in their number. "I know reliably 

that saddamisty smuggling of oil in the 1990s to circumvent UN 

sanctions, is now doing the same thing for LIH, -. He said. - 

People say that they sell it at $ 35 per barrel. We recently 

bombed several local refineries. If you are selling oil at a 

cost that is 50-55 dollars below the current market price. But 

that happens: sell oil intermediaries, and thus there is a 

rollback, which comes to senior management LIH obtained through 

this rollback 20-25 dollars, but it cannot be registered by 

anyone and is not considered. The money goes into a common fund 

to the top of the pyramid. The militants LIH in Dayr az-Zaur do 

not know anything about it." 

 

In addition, the LIH makes millions on zakat (obligatory alms 

tax levied on Muslims). The size of the zakat is calculated 

based on the size of annual savings, or capital assets (2.5%), 

the presence of gold (exceeding in value $ 4,500), farm animals 

(two heads for every 100 animals belonging to the farmer), the 

volume of harvest dates, cereals ( 10% when rain or watering of 

the nearest reservoir, and 5% when irrigation costs money), and 

also from the net profit (2.5%). 

 

In addition, the LIH charge annual taxes on non-Muslims living 

in its territory, particularly with Christians (4.25 g of gold 

from the rich and half of the people with middle-income 

countries). And in addition, "the Islamic state" captures other 

people's property in the application of civil penalties: 

confiscate the property of refugees and people on the wanted 

list, as well as those who participated in military operations 

against it. Confiscated property includes, of course, huge 

stockpiles of weapons and ammunition, selected communities in 

the disarmament process. 

 

While donations from foreign organizations sponsoring constitute 



a small percentage of the treasury of the "Islamic State" means 

owning a significant individuals, whether they are simple or 

donors joined the group, making its contributions to the fund. 

But a more significant source of income groups is Ghanim (spoils 

of war, which, by definition LIH include stolen and stolen). As 

a result of disorderly retreat three Iraqi divisions in June 

2014 LIH captured US and other foreign military equipment worth 

millions of dollars. huge stocks of weapons were captured, 

military vehicles and equipment, as well as cash Syrian regime 

and rebel groups. Brings profit "Islamic state" and trade 

artifacts - one man, who gave us an interview in Turkey, he said 

that the volume of trade over the period of the LIH has grown 

considerably. One of his cousins smuggled to Turkey, gold 

statues and coins unearthed in the ruins of Mari, which is 11 

kilometers from the Albu-Kamal. 
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Excerpts from the book, "Islamic State: Army of Terror" 

journalist Michael Weiss and Hassan Hassan, for more than a year 

reported from Syria and Iraq and interviewed military, human 

rights activists, diplomats, IG militants and ordinary people in 

the region. 
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