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Status and prospects of the Turkish army 

 

 

Internet resource "Vzglyad.ru" Turkologist has posted an 

interview with Alexander Vassiliev, which discussed the 

prospects of Russian-Turkish confrontation, evaluation of the 

Turkish army, the future of Turkey and others. Note that 

Alexander Vasilyev is a longtime contributor to "Arms Export" in 

the latest issue, the fifth this year, published his article 

"Mountains and weapons: the Kurdish question in modern Turkey." 

 

"The Turkish military disappointed in global international 

security structures. On the agenda is for them to search for 

technologies that could provide Ankara with missiles and nuclear 

weapons, "- said expert Alexander Vassiliev. He also did not 

rule out that the Turkish army where alive the idea of a 

national empire will soon invade Syria. 

 

Status and prospects of the Turkish army: interview 

 

The soldiers of the Turkish army  

 

On the eve of Russia in Syria has deployed anti-aircraft missile 

system S-400. Together with the complex "Fort" missile cruiser 

"Moskva" it will ensure the safety of flights of Russian air 

group and destroy any targets that represent a danger. (For the 

realization of this solution it took about a day). 

 

The same day, the Turkish President said that in the event of 

intrusion into the country's airspace, his military will act in 

the same way as in the case of the downed Russian bomber. This 

republic has long and consistently been building up its military 

presence near the border with Syria, pulling back heavy weapons 

and artillery. 

 

It is clear that the war between Russia and Turkey is NOT out of 

the question, but the incidents and clashes in Syria (a country 



which Ankara considers its area of interest) with the 

participation of the military in both countries is now VERY 

likely. Than it threatens Russia? What is the current status of 

the Turkish army? In an interview this was discussed, at the 

Institute of Oriental Studies and the Russian-Turkish 

educational and scientific center of the Russian State 

Humanitarian University, a visiting expert of the Center for 

Analysis, Strategy and Technology; Alexander Vasilyev. 

 

 

VIEW: Alexander D., distinguished in principle by the Turkish 

army allied armies of NATO? 

 

Alexander Vasilyev: Maybe it's not such a high-tech army, as the 

United States or Great Britain, but it is very numerous, well-

armed. Two things distinguish it from the armies of the 

Europeans and Americans - a commitment to a large loss of life 

and a willingness to fight in extremely uncomfortable, harsh 

conditions. 

 

Best of all are the psychologically motivated commandos and 

officers. The army is formed on the basis of the call, and most 

of it made up by recruits. In the barracks is being reinforced 

an advocacy process and in general, when initially lower level 

of motivation than the officers is suspected, recruits via 

advocacy, will also become motivated sufficiently. 

 

If you look past Chief of Staff's biography, you will see that 

they speak two or even three Western languages, taught for many 

years, not only in Turkey but also in Western Europe, in NATO 

structures worldwide. Have a great political, administrative, 

and sometimes diplomatic experience. Generals consist of 

educated people and are decisive. The main ideology - this, of 

course, nationalism, but it often develops into ultra-views. 

 

VIEW: And how high  among the generals is Erdogan's credibility? 

It is known that at the beginning of his reign, he was faced 

with a constant dull resistance to war. 

 

A. Just recently released archives in the framework of courts - 

"Sledgehammer", "Ergenekon", "plan" “Balyozov” in which the 



military is accused of preparing a coup. It posted a large 

amount of personal correspondence, which shows that the attitude 

of the General Staff to Erdogan was far from enthusiastic and 

relevant to the question whether he should intervene in military 

policy - ambiguous. 

 

Certain of the General Staff were going to intervene in 

politics, but the time did not offer them chance. Erdogan used 

the criteria put forward for entry into the European Union to 

break the military subordinate to his will. Out of this the fact 

that the Defense Minister who became a specialist on civil and 

economic issues was withdrawn from the jurisdiction of the 

General Staff and transferred from the Defense Ministry. The 

industrial and financial-banking institutions of the military; 

the so-called "Society of Mutual Military" controls most sectors 

of the economy, but it is not accountable to anyone. Erdogan 

made it a "society" for the first time in 30 years and published 

accounts. He thereby proved that the military could put into 

place. 

 

However, in late August of this year, the annual meeting of the 

Supreme Military Council of Turkey, which on the eve of those 

arrested on charges of plotting a coup, were unexpectedly 

released from prison. Many of the "hawks" rehabilitated and 

returned to their seats. Moreover, some of them were even 

promoted to higher rank. All this is indicative of the fact that 

Erdogan with the military in general, agreed. While a year ago, 

the armed forces have experienced a crisis of governance because 

of the wave of arrests. 

 

VIEW: But generals can still go back to the real power, as it 

was before Erdogan? 

 

A. Probably. A few years ago, many analysts said, that he broke 

the backbone of the army. But now everything has changed. Entry 

into the European Union has become shelved; the future of 

Erdogan became hazy. It is unclear who will succeed him. Hence, 

there are chances for revenge generals. 

 

Now he has rehabilitated the army - not, under the influence of 

the difficulties in Syria and Iraq. To educate and promote 



themselves loyal to top officers had a lot of time. But the 

officers are needed here and now. 

 

VIEW: The generals are likely to applaud the death of the 

Russian aircraft? 

 

A. The generals have long been inclined toward a much more 

active foreign policy. It is possible that he would not even be 

limited to the destruction of a Russian plane and get ready for 

an open annexation of the Turkoman regions of Syria. 

 

In recent years, the Turkish government has been very actively 

developing the theme in the media that the border set at the end 

of the First World War, that is the border with Syria, was 

unfairly divided and denying of the Turkish people. 

 

 

You see the accumulation of forces on the border with these 

Turkoman areas, tanks, artillery howitzers and so on. Against 

the backdrop of unpredictability, from Erdogan we may expect a 

ground operation in Syria. 

 

VIEW: But such a step as part of the accession of Syria will be 

met with explicit rejection by the allies? NATO cannot be 

composed of the state with disputed borders. 

 

A. I made a very interesting observation during a recent visit 

to Turkey. Many military figures are disappointed with their 

place in the global international security structure. Now for 

them on the agenda is the search for very sophisticated 

technologies that could provide Ankara with state of the art 

missile and also nuclear weapons. In the future, once achieved, 

it is possible that Turkey will leave NATO. 

 

I saw in the reports of Turkish military experts, the thesis 

that only the possession of nuclear weapons would help Turkey to 

fully pursue an independent foreign policy. 

 

Of course, there's a nuclear program already, at an early stage. 

In addition to the construction of the south of the NPP "Akkuyu" 



has already begun the construction of Japanese nuclear power 

plant in Sinop, on the Black Sea. As far as I know, until 

recently, the staffs of the Turkish nuclear energy widely and 

actively are preparing for MEPI. 

 

Moreover, Turkey has recently made progress in creating a 

missile, first of all, with the help of technologies that were 

passed via, Europeans and Americans, and of purchasing ready-

made missiles from China. In particular, Turkey already owns 

operational-tactical missiles, a clone of the Chinese system 

with a range of about 300 kilometers. The last exhibition of 

arms IDEF-2015 in Istanbul was showed ambitious success of the 

Turks in rocket science and technology. This is very dangerous. 

 

VIEW: How have shown themselves recently the Turkish Air Force? 

 

A. It's hard to say which modification of the F-16 it was that 

recently attacked the Russian plane, but in the last two or 

three years the Turks have upgraded part of their fleet of F-

16s. I think it was done with the aim of expanding the 

opportunities for such an attack aircraft rather than a fighter 

for general application. 

 

In general, the Air Force is professional enough, well equipped, 

although there are a number of problems. There is a shortage of 

trained pilots. Many of the cadets did not renew contracts and 

massively went to the civilian sector following the devaluation 

of the lira, the salary of military pilots was too low. 

 

Another problem – is the aging of the fleet which make up the 

basis of the Air Force F-16s and F-4 different versions. So many 

of the F-4 has apparently worn out. Not a year, lest 3-4 

catastrophes involving the F-4, with the victims often become 

young drivers. The F-4 is used for training or for 

reconnaissance or as storm troopers - due to lack of modern 

attack helicopters. 

 

VIEW: In what state is now the navy? 

 

A. The fleet is experiencing probably one of the best moments in 

its history. 10 years ago, Erdogan announced an ambitious 



program to create the Navy. He planned for construction of 

amphibious assault ships and a series of frigates and corvettes, 

submarines series - all the forces of the national industry. In 

anticipation of these ships, as, so to say, a temporary 

compensation, the Turks turned to the creation of high-speed 

boats. Actually, the long coastline also requires patrols of 

these boats. 

 

In general, the armed forces still maintain the priority of the 

Army and Air Force. Navy and Coast Guard were financed before on 

a secondary basis. But Erdogan's ambitious program shows change, 

priorities have shifted toward the Navy. I am personally very 

concerned that in the next 5-7 years is planned to build a 

series of amphibious ships, helicopter carriers, which will 

significantly increase the possibility of the Turkish army on 

the prompt transfer of power on the sea. The question is whether 

they are intended for the Crimea or the Russian coast. 


