
Operational Field Skills 

 

Notes in brief regarding the tactics of sabotage and terrorist 

acts (DTA) 

 

An analysis of an investigation carried out on activities of a 

terrorist nature allows you to identify the most characteristic 

features of their (terrorist) training. In all known cases, 

refer to the place of the previously studied regarding 

terrorists and their accomplices. 

Typical signs of preparation for terrorist acts: 

Video and photography object; monitoring (including with the use 

of technical equipment - binoculars, telescopes); charting 

object and how to approach it, an attempt to obtain data about 

the system of protection and defense of the object, search the 

possibility of acquiring, purchasing or the presence of 

explosives substances (components), Explosives, which can be 

used in the manufacture of improvised explosive devices (IEDs), 

as well as regular ammunition, including artillery and weapons 

acquisition party electronic clocks of different systems, 

receivers (pagers) and small radios, car purchase common models 

of domestic production, primarily used without notarization the 

right to use, avoidance of re-registration of purchased cars in 

the prescribed manner by requisite traffic police, disregard for 

the technical condition, especially the appearance of the 

purchased vehicle; installation on vehicles duplicate, temporary 

and auxiliary systems of dubious necessity (fuel, electrical 

equipment), collecting, buying various metal objects (nuts, 

bolts, parts of ball and roller bearings, etc.);  

The appearance of persons in behavior that is seen studying the 

situation, the rise and at the same time interest in certain 

aspects in the activities of a facility is a possibility for 

terrorist acts; scouting (spying) on others for information 

regarding operation of the object, the order of access to it; 

penetration into the basements and attics of multistory 

buildings, those without them, any - or relationships, the 

abandonment of the person or finding in crowded places 

unattended packages, bags, bundles, the presence on the person 

hidden under clothing items; statements of intention to DTA, 

attempts to change the appearance, including with the help of 



make-up, false mustaches, wigs, bandages, frequent , unmotivated 

change of outerwear, purchase of the necessary accessories to 

change the appearance, the purchase, the availability of 

documents with different setting data, offer little significant 

suggestion of work for solid reward: driving of cars, transport 

package (bag, convolution, etc.), the transfer of parcels in, 

including passenger rail and road transport. 

The tactical models in the commission of terrorist acts with the 

use of DTA IEDs are the following typical steps: 

Exploration method of the DTA and ‘performers’. At the same 

time, depending on the goals of the terrorist organization the 

‘performers’ can be pre-calculated as being waste material. The 

operation plan given ‘performers’ is more that of psychological 

treatment. The same ‘performers’ are taught that the action is 

completely normal, ie. by including measures to ensure their 

withdrawal, security and so on, which is false.  

Arsenal methods used by terrorists to improve the DTA is very 

broad: 

Laying of improvised explosive devices in cars, cellars of 

houses or flats, setting bombs, disguised as a pavement or a 

fence, suicide bombers, which can be used as drivers of 

vehicles, bombs, or may themselves be carriers of IED; -Capture 

aircraft with the purpose of ram facilities, use of swimming and 

flying vehicles. 

When laying land mines are considered first: a disguise for road 

repairs, operations workers landscapers, etc. Bookmark IED 

produced in sewers and under the pavement. 

From the investigation of DTA options the most marked ways of 

placing IEDs, by ‘shahid belt’ (chest, thigh, waist, including 

simulating pregnancy) to camouflage the product (for example, 

women's handbags; video camera; Handy, a diplomat). 

In recent years, for the commission of terrorist acts in the 

underground of illegal armed groups prefer the use of suicide 

bombers, which they referred to as strategic weapons. Suicide - 

this, in most cases, refers to young men and women 20-35 years. 

On the suicide mission, as a rule, they are sent in pairs (one - 

the ‘performer’, the second - the ‘controller’). If the 

terrorist will not perform the act, ie. change his/her mind to 

die, the controller will eliminate him/her. The destruction is 

planned via suicide. 
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