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400 acid attacks in 6 months 

Treating an acid attack  
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Medical doctors have issued advice for witnesses of acid 

attacks. This advice can play a crucial role in saving the 

lives of victims or limiting the extent of their injuries.  

Up to 400 offences have been reported to police during the six 

months to April 2017. 

In response to the wave of attacks, professionals from the 

Royal College of Emergency Medicine and Barts Health NHS Trust 

have issued advice for bystanders. 

Witnesses can play a vital role in minimizing the effects of 

scarring and the need for surgical reconstruction with 

immediate first aid treatment. 



 

 

Already 2017 has seen a big increase in acid attacks in the 

UK, relative to 2016 - British Medical Journal. 

Whereas during the past, most of the attacks have been related 

to robberies, but now, corrosive substances appear to be a 

replacement for carrying knives. 

Similarly, ambulance service responders and health 

professionals in emergency departments must have clear 

guidance on immediate steps to minimize secondary harm and 

training on how to deal with these devastating, life-changing 

attacks. 

It is important to remove the victim from exposure to the 

chemical as soon as possible, using vast amounts of water, 

which - vital to clear the acid. 

Using only a small amount of water could prove ineffective. 

There is an inherent reaction to when you see someone with a 

burn to put water on it, or something cold on it. 

People on the street who have been attacked want to wash off 

what they’ve been attacked with. 

But a small 350ml. bottle of water is not going to help. It is 

the volume of water that is necessary and that people do not 

know about and it is encouraged that people to use litres and 

litres of water. 

The advice comes amid calls for new legislation that would see 

acid attacks treated in the same way as knife crime. 

Perpetrators could be handed life sentences – Home Secretary. 

I am clear that life sentences must not be reserved for acid 

attack survivors. There is something particularly troubling 

about these kinds of attacks - Home Secretary 

Our faces tell our stories. To burn and to disfigure a face is 

the most grotesque and vicious act of identity destruction – 

Home Secretary. 

Up to 300,000 people have also signed a petition to make it 

unlawful to buy acid without a license. 

Sarmad Ismail, who began the petition, said it is extremely 

easy it is to buy acid online. 



 

 

You put sulphuric acid into Google and the results that come 

up are ‘Concentrated acid neutraliser’, ‘2.5l or Sulphuric 

acid 96 percent’, which is £11.95 [US$15.75] and will be 

delivered to your door. 

And what comes to your door can completely destroy a life,” he 

said. 

There should be checks in place, especially on these websites. 

There should be licensing. 

 

 

Liquid thrown in man’s face 

outside Harrods in suspected 

acid attack 
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A man was treated after being doused in an unknown liquid 

outside Harrods department store by two people riding a moped.  



 

 

Police attended the scene on Monday evening after the moped 

riders reportedly threw the liquid into the face of a 47-year-

old pedestrian. 

He was treated by paramedics at the scene and then taken to 

the hospital. 

Officers from Kensington and Chelsea Borough are 

investigating, and at this early stage it is believed the 

liquid was thrown at the victim during an attempted robbery. - 

Police said in a statement. 

No arrests have been made at this stage and it is not yet 

clear whether the liquid used was corrosive. 

Police statistics reveal there have been 400 acid attacks in 

the six months to April 2017. 

This was according to National Police Chiefs’ Council figures 

from 39 forces in England and Wales. 

The London Metropolitan Police said that its officers will 

begin carrying specialist equipment in their vehicles to deal 

with acid attack victims. 

 

 

Acid attack victims screamed in 

agony while skin peeled off - 

witnesses 

Published time: 27 07 2017  

 

 

Two men were left screaming in agony when acid was thrown in 

their faces in East London on Tuesday night, according to 

witnesses who said the corrosive substance peeled off their 

facial skin and melted their clothes.  

The victims, thought to be in their late teens, flagged down 

police in Bethnal Green at around 1900 hrs local time after 

having an unknown liquid thrown at them on Roman Road. 



 

 

Paramedics were called and the men were taken to hospital for 

treatment. Firefighters at the scene also used their hoses to 

douse the men down. 

Scotland Yard said the incident is being treated as a 

suspected noxious substance attack. 

Videos of the incident on social media show a topless man 

pouring water over his face and torso as paramedics tend to 

him. Another man is seen sitting on the pavement while 

receiving medical attention. 

Photos show what is believed to be one of the men’s jackets, 

with holes melted through the fabric. 

PC Bennett, from Bethnal Green police station, said the colour 

of the victims’ faces had changed from where the bleach had 

been thrown over them. There was a discolouring on the faces. 

They weren’t saying too much. It is believed that they do know 

who the suspect is. 

“We can see it’s been burnt through their clothing.” 

No arrests have been made and enquiries are ongoing. The scene 

remains cordoned off. The Metropolitan Police said the 

injuries were not life threatening. 

The incident is the latest in a shocking spate of attacks in 

the capital in recent weeks.  

Acid was used in five attacks across London earlier this 

month. One victim was reportedly left with life-changing 

injuries after moped riders targeted takeaway delivery drivers 

in the north and east of the city. All five attacks, which 

police believe are linked, took place within the space of 72 

minutes. 

Last month, cousins Resham Khan and Jameel Mukhtar were 

injured when a man threw acid through his car window in 

Beckton, East London, on the night of Khan’s 21st birthday. 

Another mass acid attack occurred in London earlier this year. 

On Easter Monday, acid was sprayed at a crowded east London 

night club, leaving two people partially blinded and others 

disfigured. 

Since 2010, there have been more than 1,900 reports of attacks 

involving corrosive fluids in London. They were used in 458 

crimes last year, compared to 261 in 2015, according to 

Metropolitan Police figures. 



 

 

Currently, there is no penalty for being caught in possession 

of acid-based chemicals. 
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