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Germany 

Subsequent to the recent discovery in Iraq of several young 

female Islamic State fighters from Germany, youth workers are 

drawing attention to the warning signs of radicalization. 
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The recent case of Linda W., a 16-year-old German runaway who 

was discovered by the Iraqi army in Mosul last month, has drawn 

attention to the recruitment of young girls by radical Islamist 

groups in Germany. 

Linda W. was one of five German girls discovered hiding in a 

network of tunnels below ground in Mosul, armed with weapons and 

suicide bomber belts, prepared to blow up the advancing Iraqi 

army. 

In the past few years, more than 930 Islamists have traveled 

from Germany to join the Islamic State terror group in Iraq and 

/ or Syria. According to Germany's Federal Office for the 

Protection of the Constitution, 20 percent of these are women, 

and five percent were minors. Of those under the age of 18, half 

were female. 

Young women who travel to the Middle East to join the terror 

organization are often seeking recognition and a purpose 

in life. 

In the Islamic scene, young women find recognition, security, a 

community and above all a purpose. - PROvention, an organization 

that works to prevent religious extremism. 

 



 

 

 
  

 

The women and girls are provided a purpose, and which is 

fighting for oppressed Muslims, for their Muslim sisters in the 

Middle East. 

These girls, it is argued, experience exclusion in Germany. They 

cover themselves, they get attacked. In addition, they hold a 

romanticized notion of Islamic life. They are typically women 

and girls who yearn for a conservative family life and desire 

to live the classic female role. They earn criticism in Germany 

for having such an attitude. 

German teacher Birgit Ebel has set up a charity to prevent young 

girls from being recruited by radical groups. Family problems 

often contribute to their recruitment by radical Salafists, and 

the girls have a romantic notion of life in the Islamic State- 

Ebel. 

With these girls, it is obvious that they are in a kind 

of crisis, they are disorientated, they often grow up in 

unstable families – Ebel. 

Very often, they have parents who are too strict, or who don't 

care for them, or who are suffering from some kind of disease. 

Some of them are the children of divorced parents. They are 

looking for a new community, something new, a new family – Ebel. 

Of course, much has to do with young men who are already 

radicalized. The men know that the girls want to get married 



 

 

quickly, so they influence them and make promises to get them 

on this track – Ebel. 

 

It is agreed that there is invariably a personal dimension 

to the girls' recruitment. 

We know from many cases that we have dealt with, that 

radicalization always requires a personal approach. There are 

very few cases in which they were only radicalized over the 

Internet, even though the Internet plays an enormously important 

role in Islamic State propaganda. The girls receive direct 

messages from good-looking young Arab or German men, who 

ultimately lure them to the Middle East. 
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Ebel : There are certain changes in behavior to note, which 

should warn adults that a minor is being recruited 

into extremism. 

If the girls do not want to have anything to do with their 

friends, they do not take part in leisure activities any more. 

If they suddenly begin dressing differently, reciting Islamic 

proverbs – all these are signs to notice. The goal of the 

radical recruiters is to deliver the girls into a completely 

different world, a completely different society. They work as 

does a sect. The girls are taken away at a young age and become 

completely dependent on this new community. 

According to reports, as said above, the girls were discovered 

with weapons and suicide bomber belts, ready to blow up the 

advancing Iraqi army. The girl, named Linda W. is one of five 

Germans among the group. The others were from Canada, Russia, 

Turkey, the Caucasus, Syria and Libya. 

Linda W. grew up in the small town of Pulsnitz, 30km north-east 

of Dresden. She joined Daesh when she was fifteen, assisted 

by jihadists she met on the internet. She told her parents that 

she was staying overnight at a friends' house, but instead she 

traveled to the airport at Frankfurt-am-Main, and then flew 

to Istanbul. Her parents have not seen her since. 

The mother of the sniper girl was found in Germany and she 

didn't deny that she is her daughter. 



 

 

As stated above, the women were discovered hiding in a network 

of tunnels below ground in the Syrian city, where the Iraqi army 

recently announced victory in the battle to reclaim the city 

from the Islamic State, who overran the city in 2014. 

The girl, named Linda W. is one of five Germans among the group. 

The others were from Canada, Russia, Turkey, the Caucasus, Syria 

and Libya 

Linda W. grew up in the small town of Pulsnitz, 30km north-east 

of Dresden. She joined the Islamic State when she was 15, 

assisted by jihadists she met on the internet. She told her 

parents that she was staying overnight at a friends' house, 

but instead traveled to the airport at Frankfurt-am-Main and 

then flew to Istanbul. Her parents have not seen her since. 

The mother of the sniper girl was found in Germany and she 

didn't deny that she is her daughter. 

Pulsnitz; local people said that Linda grew up in a Protestant 

family, and her parents are separated. 

"I knew Linda," - one local (anonymous) resident. 

"She was a very quiet girl, barely attracted attention. I know 

that she had family problems, especially with her stepfather. 

She could not cope with him at all, this was probably one of the 

triggers for her flight. I found out later that Linda had made 

contact with young Muslim men from the Arab world on the 

Internet. She probably met a boyfriend there, and was greatly 

influenced by him, as young girls can be. Ultimately, he was 

able to persuade her to come to the Middle East as an Islamic 

State fighter."  

In the small community of Pulsnitz, it was an open secret that 

Linda was becoming increasingly involved with radical Islam. 

"I find it amazing that parents and teachers were aware of her 

increasing Islamic sentiments, but did nothing. A particularly 

detail is the fact that her parents actually gifted her a Koran 

before she left. They certainly didn't think it through and 

couldn't foresee what it would lead to," the neighbor said. 

During summer 2016, after Linda's flight to join the Islamic 

State in the Middle East became known, local evangelical pastor 

Maria Gruener told the media that she had blessed Linda 

https://sputniknews.com/europe/201602061034346933-out-of-control-dresden/


 

 

during her confirmation a year before, describing her as a 

"quiet girl." 

Mayor of Pulsnitz Barbara Lueke also knows Linda's family and 

wasn't shocked at her disappearance.  

"No, I was not shocked when I first heard about Linda's case. 

Something has happened which I have been warning about for a 

long time, namely, the danger that our youth is being influenced 

over the Internet. In a way, we are no longer in control. Linda 

radicalized herself through online contact with Islamic 

fundamentalists. It used to be easy to keep an eye on somebody: 

you knew who lived where, what relatives and friends they had. 

You could guess relatively well what was going on. That's no 

longer possible today.” 

She said that local people reacted with disbelief and horror 

when they heard that Linda had gone to join the Islamic State. 

"A lot of people couldn't believe it, a girl from our little 

town. You have to recall that there is no refugee center 

in Pulsnitz and probably not even any practicing Muslims. In any 

case, we are a city that under no circumstances could have been 

the starting point of radicalization. We have 7,800 inhabitants, 

no refugees and nevertheless, such a case has happened in our 

town. In my opinion, this could be possible in every city that 

has an internet connection.” 

The mayor said that the citizens of Pulsnitz are keen to have 

Linda back home. 

"Of course, we want and hope for her to come home safely. Apart 

from that, our citizens are experiencing a lot of media presence 

here. In actual fact, no one can say anything for sure, because 

we can only guess that Linda is actually the person we see there 

in the pictures.” 

 



 

 

 

 

On Saturday, German media reported that the young woman seen 

in the photos, hidden in an Islamic State tunnel, is in fact 

Linda W. 

"Linda W. has been identified in Iraq," the Dresden public 

prosecutor's office confirmed. Yazidi politician Vian Dakhil, a 

deputy in the Iraqi parliament stated that the Iraqi army has 

handed Linda over to the police, who are questioning her at a 

military camp in Baghdad.  

While the German consulate in Baghdad has been in contact 

with Linda, Iraq has no extradition agreement with Germany. 

"She came to fight against the Iraqi people, so must face trial 

here," an Iraqi politician stated. 

Secret Intelligence Service 
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