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Five terrorist attacks thwarted 

in recent months, some ‘minutes 

away’ – Metropolitan Police 

Commissioner  
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15 07 2017 : Five terrorist attacks have been thwarted during the 

past three to four months - Metropolitan Police Commissioner. Some 

of these were “within minutes” of being carried out.  

“Just in the last few weeks, five have been foiled, and over all, 

it’s well into the teens in the last couple of years where we know 

people were intent on attacking.'' Metropolitan Police Commissioner 

Cressida Dick, later clarified that they were thwarted “over the 

last three to four months. “Certain of these, we would say, were 

very close to an attack – very close,” she said. 

 

 



 

 

 

When asked as to whether those attacks were “minutes away,” 

the Police Commissioner responded by saying, “Yes.” 

She also said that “hundreds and hundreds and hundreds” of 

radicalized people who were “either spreading hatred or 

supporting terrorism or want[ed] to carry out a terrorist 

attack” have been arrested. 

Cressida Dick said the UK is seeing examples of violent 

extremists who are “home grown” and are “living in our 

communities." 

“That’s a problem for all of us,” she said, noting the 

importance of determining what needs to be done to prevent 

people from becoming radicalized, and to prevent radicalized 

people from becoming violent. 

She went on to say that although people are standing up to 

condemn radicalized behaviour and inform authorities of their 

concerns, more still needs to be done. 

“We clearly need a lot more, because what happened in the last 

few months alone is horrific,” she said, referring to the 

recent terrorist attacks to hit the UK. 

Her comments come just weeks after a terror attack at London 

Bridge killed eight people and injured 48 others in the 

British capital. Just one month prior, an attack at a concert 

in Manchester killed 23 people and injured 250 others. 

In March (2017), a terrorist attack near the Houses of 

Parliament killed five people, including a police officer, 

after the perpetrator rammed his car into pedestrians on 

Westminster Bridge. 



 

 

Terrorist attacks in Western 
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two years  
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Photograph : A woman looks at flowers, candles and messages in 

tribute to victims near the Bataclan concert hall in Paris, 
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Despite an overall drop in the number of terrorist attacks in 

Western Europe during 2016, such atrocities have become far 

deadlier - Global Terrorism Database.  

There were 30 terrorist attacks resulting in fatalities in the 

region in 2016, which equals 11.2 percent of fatal attacks 

compared to 239 non-fatal incidents. 

The UK topped the blacklist, judging by the number of attacks 

in 2016 and in 2013, with nine and four fatal incidents 

respectively; last year, it was followed by Germany, France 

and other countries. 

The huge scale: 23,000 potential terrorists live in the UK. 

The 2016 victims included fatalities in such large attacks as 

the Nice truck attack in July, in which dozens of people 

became victims of a jihadi-inspired extremist; and a similar 

attack on a Christmas market in Berlin in December, when a 



 

 

massive industrial truck unexpectedly ploughed through the 

crowd, leaving a dozen dead. 

 

Fatalities of smaller attacks not related to the Islamic 

State, with several incidents in Belfast, UK were also 

included in the statistics. 

In an effort to make the attacks "more cost-effective and 

simpler," the IS terrorist group – which is responsible for 

seven of the 10 deadliest attacks since 2012 – was 

increasingly encouraging the use of knives and vehicles over 

firearms and explosives by extremists. 

However, firearms remain the primary weapon used by 

perpetrators in Western Europe. 

In 2014, there were only two fatal attacks across the region, 

which stood at 0.9 percent compared to 183 incidents in which 

no one had been killed. 

With perpetrators included in the number of fatalities cited 

by the report, the deadliest such incident in 2014 was a 

shooting near the Jewish Museum in the Belgian capital of 

Brussels, in which three people became victims of a gunman. 

In 2015, there were 23 fatal attacks and 298 non-fatal, 

according to the data. The deadliest incident recorded in 

Western Europe was a November 13 attack on Paris, when the 

Islamic State terrorist group claimed the lives of 130 people 

in a series of coordinated attacks. 

The ratio of fatal attacks compared to non-fatal stood at 7.2 

percent in 2015. 
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live in the UK – Intelligence 
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Around 23,000 jihadist extremists currently living in the UK 

have been identified by the intelligence services as potential 

terrorists. About 3,000 of those are under investigation as 

possible threats.  

UK authorities have identified 23,000 potential jihadist 

extremists. The problem is much worse than we first thought.  

The Security Service MI5 can only investigate about 3,000 

individuals at one time, the list of “live” suspects is 

constantly updated. When those who are believed to pose a 

greater risk are added to the list, the investigations and 

active monitoring of others are closed, and they are then 

moved to a “former subjects of interest” group. This pool of 

potential attackers, categorized as posing a “residual risk,” 

has grown to include 20,000 people since 2001. 

The man behind the recent terrorist attack in Manchester, 

suicide bomber Salman Abedi, who murdered 22 people and 



 

 

injured over a hundred at a pop concert, had been among the 

20,000 who are considered “former subjects of interest.”  

Another attacker, Khalid Masood, who rammed a vehicle into 

pedestrians on London’s Westminster Bridge and then stabbed a 

police officer to death in March, was also in the pool. Both 

men were no longer under MI5 surveillance. 

“For many of these people, the jihadist ideology never leaves 

them, it is very deeply ingrained,” - Director of 

International Security Studies (RUSI), Raffaello Pantucci, the 

number disclosed was “disturbing, but not surprising.” 

The database of potential attackers “reveals the scale of the 

challenge from terrorism in the 21st century.”  - UK Security 

Minister Ben Wallace, who added that the magnitude of the 

threat requires investment “in intelligence-led policing.” 

“To have 23,000 potential killers in our midst is horrifying. 

We should double the size of MI5, as we did in World War Two, 

and expand the number of intelligence-led police by 

thousands,”- Head of Security and Intelligence Studies, 

University of Buckingham, Anthony Glees. 

 

Five hundred active operations are currently managed by the UK 

security services. These investigations involve 3,000 people 

judged as posing a threat. 

A large-scale investigation unfolded in the UK, following the 

attack on the Manchester Arena concert hall. Eleven suspects 

are now in custody, UK Prime Minister Theresa May said, while 



 

 

announcing that the security threat level has been lowered 

from ‘critical’ to ‘severe.’ 

“The public should be clear about what this means. A threat 

level of severe means an attack is highly likely. The country 

should remain vigilant,” she said. 

Although a “large part of the network” believed to be 

connected to the Manchester attacker has been rounded up, 

according to Mark Rowley, other possible cell members might be 

on the loose. 

Hospitals across UK told to ‘prepare for further incident’ in 

wake of Manchester attack. 
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