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So why is Russian President, Vladimir Putin sending troops and weapons to Syria? The U.S. 

Secretary of State John Kerry has said three times to his Russian counterpart, Sergei Lavrov, that 

this situation will only worsen. 

 

Question; the situation worse for who exactly? There are already many thousands of victims – 

more certain to die or flee the country as a result of the existing conflict.  

 

What of Vladimir Putin's goals in Syria? 

 



 

 

In brief. Most surely to strengthen Russia's influence in the Middle East, making Russia the 

dominant external force. Vladimir Putin's main goal - to return Russia to superpower status.  

 

Globally, to extend the range of the Russian military. There is a Russian naval base in Tartus, the 

only one outside Russia. An airfield at Latakia, which is now expanding very considerably, 

driving to state of the art C and C, battle tanks, armored personnel carriers, howitzers, and 

building accommodation for  in excess of a thousand personnel. Forthwith will arrive requisite 

battalions of ground troops. 

 

Geopolitics can be perceived as a zero-sum game: Russia is rising, America is faltering. Who 

leans on who in this region? The U.S. entered into an agreement with Iran, and cast adrift Sunni 

Anbar, which helped increase U.S. grouping of forces. Meanwhile, Vladimir Putin is sending 

Russian troops to Syria to bolster its allies. 

 

Barak Obama – ‘al-Assad must leave office’, - draws red lines on the issue of chemical weapons 

- and does what? Threaten to bomb? And Russia is acting in the interest of al-Assad, who is in a 

desperate position.  

 

Speaking at the U.N. 09/2015, Vladimir Putin will propose to make Russia a major member of 

the new coalition against the global terror group, the Islamic State.  Putin will propose to place 

Russia, Iran and Hezbollah as the vanguard in the global struggle against the jihadist threat. 

 

Vladimir Putin’s proposal appears very clear -  to end the war with Assad, the recognition of 

Russia as a major player and harmony for regional hegemony Russia-Iran-Hezbollah. In this 

case, Moscow, with its huge military resource is ready to lead the fight against the Islamic State. 

 

By implication and importantly, this more than suggests a strategy for the resolution of the ever 

worsening humanitarian refugee crisis. 

 

Vladimir Putin – ‘No war, no refugees’ – need to stem refugee flood in to Europe, thus 

encourage them to return to their homeland. 

 

Vladimir Putin - Put an end to the conflict by any and all means because a continuation on the 

current path is fraught with negative extremes. The Islamic State has to go, irrespective of the 

arguments levelled against Assad, arguments that he is the cause of the migration crisis, cement 

only stalemate, during which the Islamic State consolidates. 

 

The level of support from the U.S. for the various rebel forces against Assad – the Russians will 

not differentiate between supposed ‘partisan terrorists’ (with unclear wider affiliations) and 

terrorists. 

 

A showcase arena for deployment and display/performing (a 3D message) of the most advanced 

war machine on the planet. A message to who? 

 

Can draw parallels with the utilization of similar military capability/intention with regard to US 

invasion of Iraq.  
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